
Religion/Folklore 352   
Shamanism. 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:00-1:15 pm 
Microbial Sciences 1420 

 
Final Exam: Monday, May 12, 7:25 pm 
Professor Tom DuBois; tadubois@wisc.edu 
  
Course materials available: 

 http://scandinavian.wisc.edu/dubois 
 
Requirements: 

 
1. Report on one variety of shamanism (5 pages)  (10 %), due: Feb. 26 
2.Three exams  (total 20% each, total 60%) March 6, April 10, May 8 or 12. 
3. Term paper on topic of your choice (8-10 pages) (20 %), due May 12. 
4. Two film reaction papers (2 pages each) (5 % each, total 10%) due May 6. 
 

Course and reading schedule 
 
Week 1. January 22 + 24 Introductions.   

NO CLASS JAN. 24: FILM MAKE-UP LATER 

Week 2. January 29 + 31  Shamanic cultures, Cultural encounters 

 Chapter 1 Shamanism and the Issue of Religion 

Chapter 2 A History of Shamanic Encounters 

Week 3. February 5 + 7 Archaeology, Cosmology 

Chapter 3 Shamanism in Archaeological Evidence 

Chapter 4 Cosmology and the Work of the Shaman 

Week 4. February 12 + 14 Call, Initiation 

 Chapter 5 The Call and Initiation 

Chapter 6  Mediating the Spirit World: Shamanic Roles and Careers 

Week 5.  February 19 + 21 Role 

  Feb. 21 Special guest:  Thai Vang Yang 

Week 6. February 26 + 28 Spirit Helpers, Divination 

SHAMANISM DESCRIPTION DUE, FEB 26 



Week 7.  March 4 + 6  Gender 

IN-CLASS EXAM, MARCH 6 

Week 8. March 11 + 13  BOTH CLASSES CANCELLED; FILM MAKE-UP LATER 

SPRING BREAK! MARCH 15-23! 

Week 9. March 25 + 27 Trance, Mind, Therapy 

 Chapter 7 Séance, Trance and the Shamanic Mind 

Chapter 8 Shamans, Clients, and Healing 

Week 10. April 1 + 3 Music, Entheogens, Material Culture 

Chapter 9 Music and Entheogens: Pathways to Ecstasy 

Chapter 10 The Material Culture of Shamanism 

Week 11. April 8 + 10 Verbal Culture 

NO CLASS APRIL 10: FILM MAKE-UP LATER! 

 Chapter 11 Shamanic Verbal Art 

 Supplemental readings, Verbal Art 

Week 12. April 15 + 17 Verbal Culture 

IN-CLASS EXAM, APRIL 24 

Week 13. April 22 + 24  Attack, Revitalization 

FILM MAKE-UPS! MON. AND/OR TUES. NIGHTS 

 Chapter 12 Shamanism under Attack 

Chapter 13 Shamanic Revitalizations 

Mon. night 7:00 pm  Pathfinder 

Tues. night 7:00 pm  The Fast Runner 

Week 14.  April 29 + May 1  Neoshamanism 

FILM MAKE-UPS! MON. AND/OR TUES. NIGHTS 

 Chapter 14 Neoshamanism 

 Mon. night 7:00 pm The Fast Runner 

 Tues. night 7:00 pm Pathfinder 

Week 15.  May 6 + 8 Film discussion 

OPTIONAL IN-CLASS EXAM DATE: MAY 6 

TERM PAPERS DUE DAY OF FINAL EXAM, MON. MAY 12. 


