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SASS 2000 Madison

www.scandinavian.wisc.edu/SASS

Below are papers from Madison, listed in the order they will be
given. For information on the whole program, refer to SASS
News & Notes at: www.byu.edu/sasdlink/pdf/news/news _0200.pdf

Johannes Riis (pictured front), Director
of Literature at Gyldendals Publishing in
Copenhagen, will open up the SASS

8:30 | Matthew Nelson, Grad, Comparative Literature
"Three Weird Sisters: Suzanne Bragger, Camilille Paglia
and the Madonna, on Witches, Transitive-ldentity and the

Creation of Public Persona’

LuAnn Sorenson, Lecturer, Scandinavian Studies
"Making Videos in the Language Classroom"

conference as the Keynote Speaker Friday
evening. He graduated in '78 from Arhus
University in Literary History, and has
since been activein literary circles, having
himself trandated Nabokov and Orwell,
among others, to Danish. For the speech:
"You'll have to wait and see."

Carl Scott, Grad, History Brad Berkland has put together some
"'om detta mani berétta..." Swedish Policy Towards the ) very interesting displays from the
Jews Prior to the War and During the Holocaust” 5 beginningsof
10:30 | NielsIngwersen, Prof, Scandinavian Studies pp— iEn: EM" nglj?:\o/rlmansta;?:?s
The Hans Christian Andersen Project c tdlsal: how the
Crister S. Garrett, International Studies X Department raised funds
"Quo Vadis, Cyber-Sverige?" LU for books to the high

13:30 | Tanya Thresher, Assist. Prof, Scandinavian Studies tuition ratesto how
"Hedda: A Puppet on a String?’ well-liked he redlly was
Roger Kvigt, Visiting Professor, Scandinavian Studies Alumni and friends are invited for a cozy
"Swedish Immigrants and the American Civil War" lunch at the Pyle Center (702 Langdon St)

. : Saturday, May 6, from 12:00-1:30.

15:30 | Brad Berkland, Grad, Scandinavian Studies ,
"Danish Reception of the German Chapbooks in the 16th Martha Taylor, V.P. of the UW Fogndan on
T e s (former student of Harald Nae@) WI'||

_ ) speak about the future of Scandinavian
Mathias L e Bossé, Grad, Geography Studies at UW, and special guest pianist
"Danish Nationa_l Identit_y in the Europe of the 1990s. A Erica Mather will provide the get-together
Geographer's Point of View" with favorites from the Copenhagen Jazz

19:30 . Scene.

SASS has blocked off a night for Ingmar ,
@® Bergman's 1981 adaptation of Ibsen's classic A Thereisafree shuttle from the conference
= | Doll's House, at the Mitchell Theatre (821 to the lunch and back again. Thetotal cost
QO | Univ. Ave). Specia mention to Baron Kelly, Is$15. RSVPisneeded ASAP (preferably
Z Thesater graduate minoring in Scandinavian by 4/26): contact Judy at 262-2090 or
Studies, who will play the part of Krogstad. Orange a appelsn@aol.com.

13:30 | Jim Leary, Prof, Folklore Program/ Scandinavian Studies Conr]rilbutisﬁns to (;he l?jepartmegt's
"Scandinavian Hotshots: Diaect Songs and the Dialogue scholarship and student trav
of Ethnicity” funds are welcome at any time.

i i _ e | Please contact the chair if you wish
Silja lkaheimonen-Lingren, Grad, Scandinavian Studies to make a gift.
"Cultural Identity Gone to Partitive"

15:30 | Nete Schmidt, Visiting Professor, Scandinavian Studies Responsibility for errors and consent for

"'Det,' Science Fiction and Denmark” reproduction lies with:

Ben Vail, Grad, Rural Sociology

"Tourists Are Invading Our District’: Environmental
Management and User Conflictsin a Rural Norwegian
Community"

Editor: Jon Hansen
4 krymmel bein@hotmail.com
1306 Van Hise
1220 Linden Drive
Madison, WI 53706
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at the End of the Hallway

I'n the summer of 1965, a Finn with rather long and curly
hair moved into his office in the basement of the Law
Building of the Madison campus. He was 25 years old.
He sat across the desk from a rather young, cheerful Dane
who was just beginning his career as well. The
Norwegian chair of the Scandinavian Studies Department
had hired the Finn to replace their linguist, who had gone
to Minneapolis. The young recruit was to cover an Old
Norse class for a local fellow then in Iceland, who had
just been hired the year before. The Finn didn't say much.
And he certainly never would have thought he would
become a teacher. But, would you believe, 35 years later,
Kim Nilsson isjust now leaving.

Kim's retirement marks the beginning of the end of an era
for the department, now busy preparing for a new future.
The vacuum that he leaves is tricky to fill, in that Kim's
Finnish and Linguistics served to round out the
department's more mainstay core of Literature. Kim is
also the first of the "Wisconsin Mafia" (the last of the old
guard) to be signing off, Profs Ringler and Ingwersen
shortly to follow. Replacing Kim is the crucia first step
toward a different department.

Needless to say, setting a new course for Scandinavian
Studies, aong with the SASS conference coming up,
makes things very busy around here. Kim has had to keep
his wanderings down the hallway and long gazes around
the reading room to a minimum, for as he himsaf
acknowledges: on your final leg you will find Murphy on

board. He doesn't mind helping, though. Picking up the
dack, filling in here and there, that's what he's been doing
over theyears. "It's all about what's best for the
department.”

But Kim is also happy to hand over the reins. He used up
the best of his gunpowder long ago, and although the
department has been the most important part of hislife, he's
ready to go. But what will life be like after the department?
"l don't know. I'min no rush."

After some prodding to get the old fox out of his protective
shell of sarcasm, it seems that Kim will keep his basement
apartment out on Monroe Street. But he plans, beginning
this summer, to spend lots of timein Finland. ("It'stoo
g-ddam hot here in the summer.") He owns an apartment in
downtown Helsinki, and not far away he has a 24 ft Colin
Archer type sailboat moored in the bay. "I think sailing for
me is more than a passion; it'saneed. You are absorbed in
the act--it cuts you loose from al the everyday junk."
Sailing up towards his favorite spot--the Aland Islands, Kim
tracks the elements first to Ekenas, where his older sister
lives. He usually sleeps out in his boat, and then after a
couple weeks makes hisway back. "l get so sore | have to
come back."

| find myself conducting the interview in minimalism--there
are only afew odd pieces here and there in hisflat. 1 plumb
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"Did | ever think | was going to end
up ateacher? Hell no. Of dl the
professions | could think of, being a
teacher sounded to be truly a sissy
job. | was probably meant to do
something physical--a handyman,
most likely aforester, hell, anything.
But ateacher!" After being shuffled
around Sweden and Finland for most
of his youth, Kim dropped out of
school when he was around 13 and
bootlegged contraband. Smuggling--
that he was good at. He later fell into
abit of lumber jacking, but he knew
he was meant for more than
mosquitoes and high snow drifts.
Then, when he had finished his
military duty, afriend of the family
from Indiana University invited Kim
to the U.S. "I got into academics
through the kitchen door. | was 19
and very bewildered smply." Inthe
end he wound up with aBA in
Russian, and stayed as a graduate
student in Linguistics. God didn't
speak to him, but he liked languages,
and so linguistics it was.

"But then my wife (I had one in those
days), got ajob in Madison. So |
transferred.”

He finished his PhD in Linguistics
(in transformationa grammar) in
three years, dl the while holding
down some small jobs. "I drove my
'51 Buick around trying to sell pots
and pans. | only sold one set, and
that was because | had given the lady
who bought them flowersthat | stole
from her own garden.”

In hisfinal semester finishing his
PhD, Harald Naess offered Kim the

job asthe resident linguist. Kim was
to teach three courses: Finnish,
Linguistics, and Old Norse.

" Theteaching was hard. It took me
two years at least before | felt
comfortablein class (I still get
nervous). But when you get into
teaching, it is enormously satisfying.
When a student suddenly grasps
something that was clouds before--
that's when it gets exciting. Finnish
has to be my favorite. There are
some crazy students--but they turn
out to be the best ones. Whenit's
good it is enormously satisfying.”

Kim was the first professor ever to
teach Finnish in Madison, and after a
few years he did a very smart thing.
He set up his Finnish classin an
intensive format, something rather
common today. And as the token
Finn, he has been busy taking care of
all the Finnisnh aspects, teaching the
Kalevala, helping out Finnish visitors
and so on. Kim has supervised the
language TAs, taught this and that,
and when no one e'se could do it, he
was the department chair three times.
A wiz at administration, he has been
there for the department.

In the middle were the good times:
Christmas parties at the Sportsman's
Club, the mock film "I'm Curious
Pink." But in the mid-80s Kim hit a
turning point. "l don't think | ever
peaked. But | became very interested
in a totally new linguistics--Neuro-
Linguistics. | redly wanted to find
out if there was anything neural that
could be studied about those people
who excelled a language and those
who did not. | had an American
student who spoke Finnish like a
native, but had absolutely no ides
what he was saying. | thought it was
important, but when | had the
program all lined up, the budget fell
through. It was just stranded, partly
because | was too old, partly because
it was too damn expensive.”

" Better to have tried and failed, than
never to havetried at al."

| try to get him to tell me what it has
all added up to, but he just waves me
off. He mumbles something or other,
stares away, fidgets, but | flush him
out with another question.

"1 would say my role
in the department has
been the glue, or the
filler. 1 didwhat |
could for the
department.”

Yes, but the "glue" has
ironically played a bit
of the rebel in the
department mix as
well. Whointhe
office but the
pyrotechnic builds
saunas and bonfires
out of whatever he can

find. Who dresses up like Andy Warhol, and

was that a Finn riding a bike down the

hallway? In this respect, one could also call
Kim the office BS-Detector. Heisaways
ready with a question. AsVisiting Prof.

in Helsinki, Kim caused quite a stir when he

played the rabble- rouser, teaching the

Finnish students to question the professors.

He's kept people on their toes.
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"W hat am | most proud of? Nothir
I've done some good tigs, but they
are nothing to be proud of-I think
three things will stand. It's enough.
wrote an article on semantiess
buried in an obscure journal, but it's
good. | did some early work on
Scandinavian syntax. It's out of dat
now, but at itdime it was ok, and
still relevant. Did | say three things?
Well, there is also this lark | did on
Runeberg. It really ruined my belief
in a lot of the humanitied whipped | have to feel that it's not all junk."
off something in one week and
people who are supposed to be
specialists thinkt's canor-it's very

"F or Pete's sake, it's been the
most important part of my life.
It's been exceedingly good. It's
not just propping each other up;
it's knowingthat we are all in it
for the department. Students
are not even usually aware of
this."

| can't remember, but | think by
the end of the interview Kim
had smoked literarily three
packs, and | was left to sift
through some feelings that |
But Kim becomes serious when | ask what ~ wasn't sure how tgetdown
makes this department so special for him. without it sounding sarcastic. |
"During my years here, | have always been can just say, for those of us w

disappointing. baffled by the sorof moral backbone of the have known Kim, the little

"W hen | see the enormous amount ofdepartment. Internal differences never smuggler certainly comes out.
utter and total bologna cranked out interfered with what was best for the But there is another side that
and acceptedit makes me want to go department. No one fishes for their own sake.respect, and take very seriously
back and be a lumberjack. When | The only word | can think of iallvar. It is when he says in the end:

do bullsht and realize it afterwards, more than responsibility and honesityis a "Leaving the departmenit's

I'm disappointed. Even in my tremendousnoral conscience that makes this like dying a little."

classesl always try to update the department better than all those others that

material. | feel dishonest if | don't. have their knives always sharp. All the best, KimN

After two years as the when we came up with a cool
department's Swedish Language lessonr-like when we combined
Instructor, Elizabeth DeNoma 7 learning the imperative with
will also be leaving after this Swedish culture.

semester. She is headed back to
Seattle at the end of Maiy order

to defend her dissertation, and
afterwards plans to stay there and
to work as an IT (w/ computers).

"But | dso have been lucky to
have had such fantastic students.
| was really impressed by their
caliber; they're warm and
receptive and very active. | think
all of my students have been or
are going to Sweden. One has an
internship at the UN, another at a
YMCA in Sweden, and right now
one hopes to research
comparative serducation
techniques there. Seriously, I'l
always remember them."

The highlight of Elizabeth's time
here was the Scandinavian Film Festival that she organized
last November. "I loved evything about it," she continues.
Elizabeh also enjoyed the opportunity to teach Swedish, | "We had a wonderful turnout and a great speaker. Lars
which she has been doing for many years. "It's actually | Rahbeck was greahis talks were very lively and he made
been really great teaching here. The department has begrthe reception afterwards a hit." The one thing that Elizabeth
very collegial-which | like. Tanya and LuAnn have been | valued most from the experience was leartiag to be
especially supportive. | could taither of them up at exceptionally organized. "I will always have the compulsion
anytime and discuss lesson exercises and pedagogy, anfl how to check and double check everything. But it was worth
feel very fortunate that they got as just as excited as I d | it, this and my whole time in Madison. It was really nidé."
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Madison was the perfect place
when Elizabeth decided to take
the teaching job in the fall of
1998. She knew Tanya already
from their days togethen
graduate school in Seattle. She
liked Madison and it's politically
conscious yet eagyoing climate.
But a big plus was the lack of
"social distractions," so that she could concentrate on
writing her dissertation.




